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Methods
We distributed questionnaires (appendix) to the 59 doctors and nurses working on the children's wards between July and September 1995. Non-respondents were sent another questionnaire. There were 23 doctors (five consultants) and 36 nurses (six sisters).
For both innovations (joint notes and preprinted prompts) the respondent was asked to list up to three positive and up to three negative features. The respondent was then asked whether he or she would like to return to traditional notes.
Results
Forty eight of the 59 questionnaires were returned (81 %).
RESPONDENTS VIEWS OF JOINT NOTES
Ten different positive features of joint notes were cited a total of 89 times (table 1). Nine negative features were cited a total of 30 times. The most frequently cited positive features were each cited at least twice as often as the most frequently cited negative findings.
RESPONDENTS' VIEWS OF PREPRINTED PROMPTS
Twelve positive features of preprinted prompts were cited a total of 119 times (table 2). Ten negative features were cited a total of 63 times. 
